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In the May issue of Anglo—American Sports, pages 22 and 23 are
devoted to the story of the split between the British Baseball

Federation and National League Baseball.

For those of us on the periphery af baseball's sports politics, it
gives a brief insight into the ‘how's and why's', but does seem to
indicate that the much wanted reconciliation appears to be almost
impossiblae.

One aspect of the report that was disturbing was that a comment,
attributed toc a BBE member, was given anonymously, as it did not
damn the KLB in any way. The request for anonymity was granted, as
the BBF mewber feared reprisals from the BBF board.

For any sporting body, whoever they may be, they can only be.
certain of retaining the respect and credibility of the membership,
if all colours of opinion can be expressed and aired freely where
they relate to the sport being played. There is no way on this
earth that any sporting body will please the entire membership all
the time, unless of course, the membership is only one.

Hopefully, BBF and NLB will learn %o accept both bouquets and
brickbats, both from within, and outside, their respective
memberships. V¥hilst there may be occasions when league
representatives from either house may feel they are being subjected
ta the ramblings of a deranged fool, they should grit their teeth
and listen, after all, like it or =not, they represent their
membership, be they foolish or be they wise.

WHAT'S ON TELLY ?

¥hilst on the politics of baseball, Channel 4's series, ‘'Naked
Sport', will turn it's attentions to American Baseball this Xonday
{10th Xay). As we poor Brits are starved of felevised ball, it
might be an idea to bock yourself a spot in front of the box,
9:00pm to 10:00 pm, or at the very least, set the video !



LINEDRIVE ! Yor II ISSUE 2 -

Kational League Sepior Division Sunday 25th April
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Azaah ! At long last, the satisfying ring of cowhide on aluminium,
(or is that aloominum !, Fast becoming an opening day institution,
the visit of Cambridge to Barnes marked the start of a new season,
and boy was it nice to be back !

Cambridge admitted to feelings of apprehension, knowing that they
were to take on the reigning FLB champs with an under strength
team. Both sides started Jjumpily, but it was Varrlors who took
greatest advantage of the situation, opening up with a bases loaded
walk for Kevin Murphy, Brad Thompson scoring. Kevin had four
plate appearances in this self same game last year, and walked
every time !

On his first ever at bat for Warriors, Steve Marzo scored 2 RBI's,
Justin Brown and fellow debutant Cody Cain doing the legwork, and
1t was Marzo who dealt the psychological killer in the top of the
4th. Knight's Todd Bollinger thumped a ball to the rightfield
boundary, only for Marzo to disappear intc the undergrowth with all
the wild abandon of David Bellamy, and then surface, Excalibur like,
with ball in gloved hand - a great catch.

Cody Cain impressed with & two inning spell as rellef pitcher, his
battery mate, Alan Bloomfield, closing inning seven with a great
throw to Harry Atwood te tag out Neil Borley at second.

Although Knights falled to scare, they can take great comfort from
their improved form in the second half of the game, keeping
VWarriors scoreless from innings five to eight. Meanwhile, up at
Cambridge, the London Stormers alsoc won, beating the Cambridge .
Monarchs 5-3 in their opening Rookie Division game.



LINEDRIVE ! VOL II ISSUE 2

National League Senior Division Sunday 2nd May
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Ever get the feeling it's not going to be your day 7 Angels manager
Hike Agha had to despatch team members to secure a lawn-mower
from the local B & Q when he found the local council contractors
had not cut the infield grass, He also found out that the dlamond
had been marked out incorrectly, the foul lines only vaguely
acknowledging the plate. Add to this a two run homer from
Warriors' Oliver Heidecker in the very first inning, and you have
the perfect recipe for a bad day.

It's Angels first season in the top flight, having won the Buddies
League last year, and although their defence was reasonably
competent, the offence found the coantrolled pitching of Alan Smith
hard to get to, and the speed of Cody Cain and Justin Brown too
much.

Angels consolation run came from a Dave Singer double to left field
that was dropped by Heidecker, giving Inamura the run. Although a
slaughter rule victory, with a consistent scoring rate, it was not
&2 game for great plays. Functional rather than stylish, but a win
nonetheless,

NATIONAL LEAGUE RESULTS
Senior Division Week One - 25th April 1993
Valtham Forest Angels @ Birmingham Brewers - No play - no umpires
Bury Saints 5 Croydor Blue Jays 3

Essex Eagles @ Enfield Spartans - No play - diamond floocded,
Cambridge Knights 0 London Varriars 7

Rookie Divigion _
London Stormers 5 Cambridge Xonarchs 3
Basildon Mariners @ Tonbridge Bobcats - No play - diamond flooded.

- 3 -
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Senior Division Veek Two - 2nd M

ay 1983
Enfield Spartans 12 Bury Saints 5 ¢
Croydon Blue Jays 11 Cambridge Knights 4

Birmingham Brewers 2 Essex Eagles 12 (7 inning game)
Londeon Varriocrs 13 Waltham Forest Angels 1 {7 inning game’
Rookie Division

Bury Saints II @ Basildon Mariners — No game - Bury have withdrawn
Cambridge Monarchs 1 Tunbridge Bobcats 16

“

STARDIRGE
Benior Division Rookie Division

¥ L Pcent GB W L Pcent GB
London VWarriors 2 0 1,000 Lon Stormers 1 ¢ 1.000
Enfield Spartans 1 0 1.000 % Ton Bobcats 1 0 1.000
Essex Eagles 1 0 1,000 % Bas Mariners 0 0 000 % -
Bury Saints 11 .500 1 Cam ¥onarchs 0 2 .000 1%
Croydon Biue Jays 1 1 .500 1 Bur Saints II ¥Vithdrawn
Birmingham Brewers 0 1 000 1%
Valtham Fst Angels 0 1 . 000 1%
Cambridge Knights € 2 .000 2

EATIONAL LEAGUE TCDAY 9/5/93

Senlor Rivision

Essex Eagles @ Croydon Blue Jays Basildon M @ Cambridge K
Birmingham Brewers @ Enfield Spartans

Bury Saints @ London Warriors

Cambridge Knights @ WValtham Fst Angels

FEXT VEEK 16/5/93
Bury Salnts @ Cambridge Knights London Stm @ Tonbridge B
Birmingham Brewers @ Croydon Blue Jays
Yaltham Fst Angels © Enfield Spartans
Essex Eagles @ London Varriors
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